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"A recession has hit America at such an angle that 
everything has been called into question. The 
thoughtlessness of fin de siecle America has been 
replaced by mistrust, envy, and defensiveness. In this 
atmosphere, new imperatives emerge: to sort out 
wheat from chaff, gold from dross, truth from fiction. 
These imperatives are enacted in solitude, as the poet 
takes a scalpel to the body of his experiences. Adam 
Fieled's Equations is a vivid manifestation of a new, 
scrupulous American consciousness. It is the effort of 
a poet to elevate the carnal with intellect, and to 
create a memorable chiasmus between them. The 
frigidity of post-modern verse is replaced by a new 
romanticism, that is not romantic. That is the central 
endeavor here, and it is performed with panache." 
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